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RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
	
7 Holmeswood Road, Rufford, Ormskirk, Lancashire. L40 1TY
Tel: 01704 822220 ---- Email: clerk@ruffordandholmeswood-pc.gov.uk

Notice of the Meeting of The Full Council

The Full Council Meeting of The Parish Council of the above-named Parish will be held at St Mary’s Church Hall on Monday 20th July 2026 at 7 pm.

AGENDADoc Ref.



























Item 10.1




Item 11.1
Item 11.2


1. Chairperson opens the meeting
2.  Apologies for absence
3.  Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) to announce the resignation of Cllr Jayne Rear with immediate effect.
4. To vote on the council Matt Smith, Holmeswood Ward.
5. Minutes of Council Meetings
· Approve the Minutes of the Full Council Annual Meeting held on Monday 15th June 2026.
6. Declarations of Interest and Dispensation considerations
7. Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) to introduce Ian Rigby, Chair of the Local Plan Committee (not WLBC planning committee) who will give a short presentation on area planning. Questions will be invited from the public and council.
8. Public Participation 
9. Borough and County Council Participation

10. Planning 
10.1 Consider planning report as circulated by the Lead Member for Planning and approve responses to meet deadlines
11. Finance
11.1 Approve expenditures since the previous meeting                                                                                        
11.2 Motion to vote on Finance Working Group recommendations from 23rd June 2026 meeting.
11.3 Motion to approve the Internal Auditors Accounting Statement for 2025/26
11.4 Election costs : Cllr Gordon
                Parish Council has recently paid out midterm election costs for Holmeswood ward of approximately 3,400 
Rufford ward has just had a councillor resignation and if 10 electors write in to WLBC electoral office for an election we could have another election with approximate costs of uncontested £1000 or contested of £4000.





May 2027 there will be Parish council Elections across the Borough in conjunction with the new unitary council election so there should be some election cost savings. The Parish Council approximate Costs would be if election is contested, Holmeswood Ward £1500 and Rufford Ward £3000 to £4000.

Motion: To put this matter before the finance working group for them to prepare financial contingency plans to make funds available to cover these costs. 

11.5 Post Office closure At Burscough which effects Rufford Marina P.O. one day / per week. Discuss.

12. Highways
12.1 Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) Motion : to accept selected members of the public to sit on the Highways Working Group.
12.2 Update on relocation of the bus shelter on Cousins Lane.
13. Recreation Grounds
13.1 Cllr Newsham Motion: to consider a plan or policy in relation to the   external  use of council assets including Rufford Parish Field, Scout Field and Holmeswood Multi-Use Games Area.    
13.2 Update on the reinstallation of goal posts for Rufford park.
13.3 Motion: To allow West Lancashire Sports partnership to use Rufford Park for composite school relays Tuesday 15th September 2026 1.30pm-5.15pm                                                                                        

14. Street Scene
14.1 Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) update on statement from Greenbelt regarding tree works at Park Farm that will be completed July 2026 with the exception of any trees with a resident bird’s nest.
14.2 Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) has written to the Mere Sands Wood management requesting their management plan – as yet with no reply.
14.3 Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) discuss action to take regarding Rufford Fisheries litter.
14.4 Church volunteers for cleaning up the graveyard next to the church hall. What progress has been made? What is the parish council yearly donation being used for?
14.5 Cllr Bradshaw (Vice Chairperson)  Motion: to begin a parish council newsletter to be published two times a year (dates to be agreed) and to be delivered to all households in the parish. 
14.6 Cllr Bradshaw (Vice Chairperson) Motion: to establish a heritage working group along with associated policy for allowing the involvement of members of the public.

15.  Village Society
15.1 Cllr Pryke (Chairperson) to read out Lawrence Critchley (Chairperson) Rufford Village Society thank you letter for the council annual grant of £350.00
15.2 Request from the Village Society to convert Scout Field into allotments. 
               Discuss.

   






16.     To receive the Clerk’s report.
               With deep regrets the passing of Alan Martland was announced this week. He was a very well-respected and active member of the community.

Rufford Village Society organised a pop-up café and plant stall on Saturday 18th July 2026 at Rufford Church Hall. Could this be a regular event?

The date of the next meeting of the parish council meeting, which is the Full Council Meeting, on MONDAY 21st SEPTEMBER  2026, ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL, RUFFORD, 7.00 PM





THE PUBLIC AND THE PRESS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND
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Kevin EW Newsham B.Sc. (Hons)
Clerk to Rufford Parish Council
Tel: 01704 822220
Email: clerk@ruffordandholmeswood-pc.gov.uk

13th July  2026







































PLANNING REPORT                                                                                              AGENDA ITEM 10.1
13th JULY 2026

NEW APPLICATIONS: 

	Response Date
	Application Number
	Case Officer
	Location
	Applicant
	Details

	Mon 27 Jul 2026
	2026/0549/FUL
	Daniel Fitzpatrick

	Woodlands Sandy Lane Holmeswood Ormskirk Lancashire 
L40 1UE
	Mr A McDerby

	Application for the erection of an agricultural building.


	Thu 16 Jul 2026

	
2026/0514/FUL

	Kieran Payne
	15 The Paddock Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire 
L40 1UL
	Elizabeth Howarth
	Erection of outdoor kitchen pavilion with hipped slate roof.

	Thu 09 Jul 2026
	2026/0500/FUL
	Liam Murray

	Rowan Holmeswood Road Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire 
L40 1TX
	Mr and Ms Mike and Pennie Hanlon and Gore
	Replacement dwelling house


	Wed 22 Jul 2026

	2026/0495/FUL

	Kate Turner

	Land West Of Spark Lane Rufford Lancashire
	Mr Alan Dalton

	Proposed new dwelling in place of 3no storage buildings

	Wed 15 Jul 2026
	2026/0493/FUL

	Kieran Payne
	19 Roseacre Gardens, Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire 
L40 1AA

	
Mr David Dobson

	Garage conversion with elevational alterations and front porch extension


	Thu 09 Jul 2026

	2026/0483/FUL
	Kieran Payne

	15 The Paddock Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire 
L40 1UL

	Elizabeth Howarth

	New hard landscaping to front driveway and path, and replacement fence panels.







EXISTING APPLICATIONS:

	Response Date
	Application Number
	Case Officer
	Location
	Applicant
	Details

	Thu 23 Jul 2026

	2026/0238/FUL
	Kieran Payne
	42 Roseacre Gardens 
Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire 
L40 1AA
	Mr Mark Cannon
	Proposed single-storey extension at the rear.



2026/0238/FUL
In relation to this application, the application was originally submitted on Wednesday 25th March 2026. The application was discussed and supported by the Parish Council on Monday 16th April 2026. 
Since the parish council meeting in April, an amendment has been made to the application reducing the length of the extension from 4.5 metres to 4 metres. Further to this, neighbour objections have been submitted. 
Due to the amendment to the application which was received by the Parish Council on 8th July, the consolation period has been reopened and the new deadline is 23rd July.
The council need to consider this application again, due to the amendment in the plans. 



DECISIONS:

	2026/0303/PNP | Application for Determination as to Whether Prior Approval is Required for Details - creation of access track to facilitate access to planting beds | Boundary House Farm Holmeswood Road Rufford Ormskirk Lancashire L40 1UA
	
APPROVED




















                  





INCOME AND EXPENDITURE LIST
AGENDA ITEM 11.1
15TH JULY  2026

EXPENDITURE:

	Cheque No/DDM
	Payee
	Net £
	VAT £
	Total £

	022940
	VOID
	
	
	

	022941
	CP Grimshaw Monolith of sycamore Rufford Park
	600.00
	120.00
	720.00

	02242
	K Newsham July 2026 salary and exps and admin
698.00   +  89.96
	788.76
	-
	788.76

	022943
	CJ Pennington  grass cutting April 2026
	778.00
	155.60
	933.60

	022944
	Yates Playgrounds Ltd Rufford Park repair equipment

	128.00
	25.60
	153.60

	022945
	Paul Brookfield park maintenance and installing of noticeboard Holmeswood Village Hall
	592.06
	-
	592.06

	022946
	Crossley & Davis Internal auditors Audit 2025/26

	924.00
	184.80
	1108.80

	022947
	D Thornber Arboriculture consultant tree inspection Rufford Park June 2026

	140.00
	-
	140.00

	DDM
	Easywebsites
	36.96
	-
	36.96





























FINANCE & BUDGET WORKING GROUP                                                            AGENDA ITEM 11.2
                                                                                                                                                             23rd June  2026


RECOMMENDATIONS


1. To recommend that Yates Playgrounds Ltd. to install  multi-play unit in Rufford Park September 2026
Cost : £15,610.00


2. To recommend that Yates Playgrounds Ltd., after receiving two other quotes which were considerably more expensive, to install the fencing around the Rufford park play area.


3. To recommend tier planters for this season to be cancelled and use the funds towards tree works.


4. To recommend clerk gets three quotes for Mrs Quinlan 181 Liverpool Road and complete all tree work from tree report around this property.


5. To recommend Parish Council would look at the 2026/27 budget for tree work at Oaklands and discuss at the next Finance and Budget Working Group meeting.


6. To recommend the parish Council at the next Finance and Budget Working Group meeting to gradually work through the NALC standing orders.


7. To recommend for the clerk to find out the safe capacity for people inside the church hall for future parish council meetings.
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